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RVDA OF CANADA RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 

1: RVDA of Canada recommends that the federal government commit to increasing 

support to Skilled Workers. This will require investments in education, tax breaks for 

students and grants to help support the development of a more educated workforce.  

 

2: RVDA of Canada recommends that the federal government increase it investments in 

our National Parks by increasing the development of infrastructure and support for the 

Tourism Industry across Canada.  

 

3: RVDA of Canada recommends that the federal government must continue to provide 

financial support to increase electrical infrastructure in rural areas by providing financing 

and grants to businesses that are investing in the EV infrastructure. 

 

4: RVDA of Canada recommends that the federal government amend the Excise Tax Act, 

to resolve the ambiguous application of Goods and Services Tax/Harmonized Sales Tax 

based on where the goods are released into Canada when imported. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Recreation Vehicle Dealers Association (RVDA) of Canada is a national federation 

comprising provincial and regional RVDA associations and their members, forming a 

professional trade association for all recreation vehicle industry businesses. The core 

objective is to unite and represent retail businesses in the Canadian RV industry, providing 

support to protect and promote the interests of Canadian RV Dealers and maximize industry 

potential. 

 

RVing significantly impacts the Canadian economy, creating a diverse economic activity in 

manufacturing, sales, and services related to RVs. In 2022, the RV sector generated 104,200 

jobs and added $12.0 billion in value from a $14.3 billion expenditure. Similarly, the camping 

sector, with an initial expenditure of $12.2 billion, contributed by generating 83,600 jobs and 

adding $9.8 billion in value to the Canadian economy. In 2022, 4.4 million Canadian 

households took at least one overnight camping trip, resulting in 93.3 million person-trip 

nights. 

 

Due to inflationary pressures and budget-minded family travelers, increased interest in RVs 

has positioned RVDA of Canada as a major player in the tourism industry. The reinvigorated 

passion for outdoor and camping activities underscores the industry's potential but 

highlights issues requiring efficient collaboration between RVDA, its members, and various 

government levels. 

 

Implementing RVDA of Canada’s recommendations in this document will significantly 

contribute to the RV and camping industry, supporting jobs in smaller communities. To 

ensure long-term sustainability and growth, we recommend the federal government 

introduces a plan supporting skilled workers, collaborating with provinces for affordable and 

accessible education and training. 

 

Recognizing significant investments for long-term sustainability, we urge federal partners to 

strategically invest in improving camping and tourism infrastructure. Government support is 

crucial for building foundations necessary for a thriving, sustainable, and innovative 

recreational vehicle industry, meeting the needs of Canadians and RV owners exploring 

unique locations nationwide. 
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Increasing Support for Skilled Workers  
 

One of the chokepoints of the Canadian economy is the severe lack of skilled workers and 

tradespeople. This is especially true for the RV industry, where technicians have a central role 

in servicing and repairing complex vehicles. The Canadian demographic portrait is also 

changing quickly. The majority of RV technicians are in the second half of their careers and 

business are struggling to find young, motivated and trained employees. 

 

Out of the currently 1020 full-time RV service technicians throughout Canada, only 424 have 

obtained their Red Seal Designation. There are currently only three programs in Canada that 

offer RV service technician apprenticeship training, which are located in our western most 

provinces of British Columbia and Alberta. Each of these programs provide Red Seal 

Designation that is accepted nation-wide. The existing educational programs quickly reach 

full-enrollment each year, leaving dozens of additional students on waiting lists for a spot in 

the respective programs. 

 

Training programs are offered in other provinces but they are not accepted as full 

apprenticeship programs. As a result, few RV service technicians who actually work in the 

industry are classified as apprentices. We applaud the government for the focus on skills and 

training in previous years budgets. Measures such as the Canada Training Benefit, more 

funding for Skills Canada and the new apprenticeship strategy will help Canadians get the 

skills they need. We look forward to continuing to work in close partnership with the 

government to increase support for the skilled workers in the RV industry. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

• RVDA recommends that the federal government commit to increasing its support for 

Skilled Workers by making education more accessible. Due to educational programs 

largely being centered in Western Canada, the Government should create an 

Apprenticeship Travel Grant to make continuing their education more affordable. This 

Grant should be targeted towards those students enrolled in programs that are not 

offered within a reasonable distance to their home. 

 

• That the Labour Mobility Deduction for Tradespeople be made available for those that 

are temporarily relocating to pursue their apprenticeship training and Red Seal 

certification. This program requires changes to ensure that skilled workers, who are 

looking to obtain the necessary qualifications to join a specific niche of the work force 

are covered and supported. 
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Supporting our National Parks and Tourism Sector 

 

Canada is a vast, untamed wilderness that exudes natural beauty from coast to coast. Its 

stunning landscapes boast rugged mountains, pristine lakes, dense forests, and breathtaking 

glaciers. From the majestic Rockies to the serene Algonquin Park, Canada offers an RVing 

paradise for adventurers seeking unforgettable experiences. Traveling in an RV allows you to 

immerse yourself in the country's diverse ecosystems, spot elusive wildlife, and witness the 

dance of the Northern Lights. Embracing the open road, you can explore hidden gems and 

connect with the warm hospitality of local communities. Canada's natural beauty, combined 

with the freedom of RVing, creates an unparalleled journey of wonder and awe. 

 

In order to showcase the best Canada has to offer, the Federal government must provide 

targeted and dedicated investment in camping and RV infrastructure throughout Canada’s 

system of National Parks. Investing in the infrastructure of Canada's national parks is crucial 

for multiple reasons. Firstly, it enhances visitor experiences, making parks more accessible, 

safe, and enjoyable for all. 75% of campsites do not have the required services to support RVs 

and many remain without adequate electrical infrastructure. Upgraded trails, roads, and 

facilities encourage eco-friendly tourism, bolstering jobs, the economy and local 

communities. Restaurants, boutiques and travel focused small-businesses all thrive supported 

by reliable modern infrastructure. This is not only a necessity for the recreation vehicle 

industry but should be perceived by officials as a critical component of regional economic 

growth. 

 

Improved infrastructure also helps preserve the delicate ecosystems, ensuring sustainable 

conservation efforts. Adequate waste management and sustainable energy initiatives can 

reduce the environmental footprint of visitors. And finally, by showcasing Canada's natural 

wonders, investment in park infrastructure fosters environmental awareness, encouraging 

citizens and tourists to protect these invaluable treasures for generations to come. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

• As RVing is a large component of tourism, investment in camping and RVing 

infrastructure will play a crucial role in the overall contributions of the tourism industry 

to future economic development and prosperity throughout Canada. This will not only 

spur growth from a domestic audience, but provide greater incentive from 

international visitors. Upgrades in infrastructure are essential if we want to be able to 

ensure the future of this industry and make it more accessible to all Canadians.  

 



 

7 | P a g e  
 

• Make a public and significant commitment to the electrification of campgrounds 

across Canada. Better access to electricity for RVs is an important driver of tourism and 

will contribute immediately to the transition towards electric recreational vehicles and 

zero-emissions campgrounds. 

 

Empower regional communities that are seeking to create, update or modernize camping and 

RV infrastructures. If smaller communities see investing in tourism as a great way for them to 

grow their local economy, the government needs to accompany them in such endeavour.  

 

Facilitating the growth of the RV industry  

 
The future of the RV Industry is strongly linked to the ability of dealers to get inventory and 

move it around the country to meet consumers’ needs. Similar to many businesses across 

Canada, RV dealers continue to face onerous red tape and supply chain constraints which 

limits are their ability to fully operate.  

 

Coupled with higher inflation, rising interest rates, restrictive regulations and continued 

supply chain disruptions, our industry is anticipating a challenging road ahead. These 

lingering economic issues are estimated to be larger, broader and more persistent than 

initially anticipated and will continue to weigh on the growth as the year continues. One way 

for the government to help with these challenges is by supporting both short-term and long-

term infrastructure needs, such as access to electricity and charging infrastructure in 

campgrounds from coast to coast. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

• The government must play a critical role in accelerating electrification and fostering 

rural development, thereby improving the access to camping in rural communities 

and creating new economic opportunities. 

• The government must continue to provide financial supports to increase electrical 

infrastructure in rural areas by providing financing and grants to business that are 

investing in the EV infrastructure. 
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Amending the Excise Tax Act (ETA) 
 

We express deep concern regarding a pressing issue affecting our RV dealer members, 

particularly in Quebec. Currently, a concerning audit initiative by the CRA is causing 

disruptions within the RV industry in Quebec, adversely impacting commercial relationships 

with RV manufacturers in the USA. 

 

RV dealers in Quebec, who import their recreational vehicles (RVs) and RV parts from US 

manufacturers, have consistently adhered to the applicable 5% tax rate for supplies made in 

Quebec, covering all RVs and RV parts imported for sale in the province. 

 

However, the CRA is now asserting that, despite the RVs and RV parts being shipped to the 

Quebec dealer's location, an additional 8% Ontario provincial HST is required on imports 

into Canada, dating back to 2012. This demand is solely due to the fact that RVs and RV 

parts initially cross the US-Canada border in Ontario, a participating province with a 

harmonized tax regime where the applicable rate is 13%. 

 

The CRA's stance exploits an ambiguity in the constructive importer and place of supply 

rules, acknowledged by Finance as a problematic aspect of the law needing correction. 

Specifically, the CRA argues that RV dealers in Quebec, or any non-HST participating 

province, should pay tax based on the point of entry into Canada rather than the ship-to 

location of the buyer. 

 

RVDA member dealers in Quebec, find themselves in an unfortunate and unnecessary 

position, compelled to pay substantial retroactive Ontario provincial HST. These dealers will 

subsequently need to claim ITCs on their GST/HST returns to recover these taxes. In the 

interim, dealers bear the financial burden and administrative challenges resulting from an 

acknowledged ambiguity in the law that the government acknowledges requires 

rectification. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

• We are calling on the Government of Canada and the Department of Finance to amend 

the ETA to address the inequitable and inappropriate application of GST/HST on cross-

border transactions involving agreements made under subsection 178.8(3) and (4) of 

the ETA.  GST/HST under these provisions should be payable and collectible based 
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upon the province to which the goods are destined, and not based upon the province 

of the port of entry when the goods are imported into Canada.   

 

• Further, this correction to the legislation and section 178.8 should be made effective 

for all transactions occurring on or after July 1, 2010 – the date the Province of Ontario 

harmonized its provincial sales tax with the federal GST/HST system. 

 


